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first look
Calls. Check. Diplomas. Check. Concordia Seminary, St. Louis graduates await the 
close of Commencement on the Main Quadrangle May 20, 2016. Photo: Nancy Olson
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CORRECTION: An article in the spring issue about scholarships for minority students incorrectly said Dr. Robert H. King was 
the first African-American to serve as a vice president of  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). Joseph Lavalais,  
who served as second vice president from 1981-83, was the first African-American to serve as an LCMS vice president.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Concordia Seminary serves Church and world by providing theological education and leadership 
centered in the Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ for the formation of  pastors, missionaries, deaconesses, 
scholars and leaders in the name of  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Concordia Seminary magazine is a 
member of the Associated Church Press 
and the Evangelical Press Association.
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I regularly tell our students it’s a great time to enter the ministry of  
our Lord Jesus Christ. That’s not the conventional wisdom because 
American culture is no longer pro-church. Many congregations are 
struggling in one way or another, and we see statistical decline in our 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). What we’re missing 
when we wring our hands and furrow our brows is confidence in 
the Lord of  the Church. Our Seminary’s first president, Dr. C.F.W. 
Walther, told seminarians, “I wish to talk the Christian doctrine into 
your very heart, enabling you to come forward as living witnesses 
with a demonstration of  the Spirit and of  power. I do not want you 
to be standing in your pulpits like lifeless statues, but to speak with 
confidence and cheerful courage, offering help where help is needed” 
(Law and Gospel, 9). When we imagine this is a bad time for the Lord’s 
Church, aren’t we presuming to sit in judgment over the power of  
the Holy Spirit? 
In The Fractured Republic Yuval Levin identifies two strong but very 
contradictory impulses in our national life — individualism and 
centralizing power. Americans have become hyper individualists but 
are giving more power to Washington to solve our problems. You 
can’t have it both ways. Levin sees hope in “mediating institutions,”  
institutions that reconcile individualism with our duties toward others. 
“The ultimate soul-forming institutions in a free society are frequently 
religious institutions. Traditional religion offers a direct challenge to 
the ethic of  the age of  fracture. Religious commitments command 
us to a mixture of  responsibility, sympathy, lawfulness, and righteousness 
that align our wants with our duties” (204). Levin isn’t a religious writer 
but he’s describing why your congregation is so important in today’s 
dysfunctional America. As individual members of  the collective body 
of  Christ, you model individualism active in servant love toward others. 
Concordia Seminary is congregationally focused because congregations 
have a responsibility to be a helpful presence in their communities 
and especially because God works through congregations to bring 
the Good News of  Jesus to our neighbors. The Seminary’s strategic 
priorities emphasize the congregation:
 •  Leading with the Gospel, Concordia Seminary will prepare  
pastors who shepherd congregations that bear witness to the  
Gospel within their communities.
 •  Leading with the Gospel, Concordia Seminary will provide  
resources that foster lifelong maturation of  faith, discipleship  
and skill both in pastors and laity within their congregations.
 •  Leading with the Gospel, Concordia Seminary will  
connect its formational work directly with the realities  
of  congregational ministry today.
Do you miss the “glory days” of  your congregation? Eccl. 7:10: 
“Say not, ‘Why were the former days better than these?’ For it is  
not from wisdom that you ask this.” What is the wisdom from  
above to guide us? “Christ (is) the power of  God and the wisdom  
of  God” (1 Cor. 1:24). Yes, there are challenges but they make  
this an invigorating time to be the Church of  Jesus Christ, “with  
confidence and cheerful courage, offering help where help is needed.” 
We’re ready for the call!
FROM THE PRESIDENT
from the 
PRESIDENT
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Seminary President Dr. Dale A. Meyer addresses pastoral students on Call Day in the Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus in April 2016. 
Photo: Jill Gray
LIFE WITH AND WITHOUT A PASTOR
A VIEW  
THE PEW
from
BY JACKIE PARKER
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Cindy Wittman, a longtime member of Grace Lutheran Church 
in Ulysses, Kan., remembers the Sunday morning when only two 
people were at a worship service: her and the church’s interim pastor.
Over the course of 15 years, Grace’s membership of 50-60  
members dwindled to six or eight members most Sundays.  
But three years ago Rev. Patrick Gumz (’13) received a dual 
call to be the full-time pastor at Grace and at nearby Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Lakin, Kan. 
Now, about 20-25 people regularly attend Sunday services at 
Grace. Having a full-time pastor has helped bring stability to the 
congregation. “People acknowledge that we’re a church in town 
again,” Wittman said. “We exist.”
The experience at Wittman’s church with and without a pastor 
underscores the vital role a pastor plays in the life and health of a 
congregation. It also highlights the struggle by some congregations 
whose calls for pastors go unfilled because of a shortage of  
seminarians. After spring placement, there were still about 30  
requests for pastoral candidates that remained unfilled. There 
were too few graduates from both seminaries to meet the needs 
of all the congregations who wanted a pastor.
“It has become abundantly clear that the need for pastors is 
great,” said Rev. Wayne Knolhoff  (’83), the Seminary’s former  
director of placement. “In each of the past two years we have 
had 30 congregations that have applied for but didn’t receive 
candidates. When that happens congregations can easily become 
discouraged because they are missing the spiritual leadership 
they so desperately want and need.”
Throughout The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), 
there are about 400 pastoral vacancies. Another 400 are non-call-
ing vacancies or congregations not actively seeking a pastor.
Seminary President Dr. Dale A. Meyer expects the number of 
unfilled calls to increase in the years ahead as more pastors reach 
retirement age. He encourages LCMS members and congregations 
to do what they can to encourage more young people to enter 
pastoral ministry. 
“Jesus tells us to pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into 
the harvest. We can pray,” he said. “But we also can identify and 
encourage young men to enter the pastoral ministry.”
WELCOMING A SHEPHERD
Wittman said she saw firsthand that without a full-time pastor, 
people drifted away from attending church regularly. She recently 
suffered a broken shoulder and welcomed a visit from Gumz. She 
wasn’t able to attend a few services in person, but thanks to Gumz, 
who posted services on the church’s website, she watched from home.
“With a pastor, you just feel looked after,” she said. “We were always 
close as a congregation because we always had each other. But now  
with Pastor Gumz and (his wife), Kami, we all are even closer.”
 
 
Gumz’s other congregation, Immanuel, is about 28 miles north 
of Grace. When he was called to the remote corner of southwest 
Kansas where Grace and Immanuel are located, he said that 
people joked at his installation service, “You’ll either be here for 
three years or 30 years.”
Immanuel’s congregational President Stephen Gestenslager said 
the church was without a pastor for four or five years. The church 
did have an interim pastor part of the time until Gumz was called 
full-time.
“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is  
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray  
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out  
laborers into his harvest’” (MATT. 9:37-38 ESV).
Rev. Patrick Gumz (’13) received a dual call three years ago to be 
the full-time pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in Ulysses, Kan., and at 
nearby Immanuel Lutheran Church in Lakin, Kan. Photo: Kami Gumz 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 >
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“For a time, some of us thought that maybe we ought to go  
to another church that is an hour away,” Gestenslager said.  
“Without a pastor, it’s hard to have anyone to go to church  
with you. Not to have someone there, it makes you feel pretty  
doggone lonesome and left out in the cold. There are things  
you don’t talk to with anyone else. That’s what I missed the  
most about not having a pastor.”
Immanuel’s members happily welcomed Gumz full-time.  
They appreciate the stability and spiritual leadership he has 
returned to the church. 
“He can recite anything from the Bible,” Gestenslager said.  
“He’s down to earth and can relate to anyone.” 
Wittman added: “Rev. Gumz always listens and is able to relate, 
even though he’s so much younger than us. We’re all seniors!” 
‘A PRESENCE IN THE COMMUNITY’
Like at Grace and Immanuel, members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church–College Hill, in the inner-city of St. Louis, know what 
life without a full-time pastor is like. The church went without a 
full-time pastor for 15 years, until Rev. James Kirschenmann (’16) 
was called there this spring from Concordia Seminary. He also 
has been called to serve nearby Immanuel Lutheran Chapel in 
north St. Louis County as part of a dual parish arrangement.
Fifth-generation church member and neighborhood resident  
Teri Rose said the congregation has always been blessed with a 
strong lay leadership and that helped keep the day-to-day operation 
of the church going despite the absence of a full-time pastor. 
“Ours is a tough ministry,” Rose said. “In the community, 
residents deal with mental health issues, as well as alcohol and 
substance abuse. It’s not an easy mission. People who don’t live 
here have an irrational fear of the neighborhood.”
 
She said that oftentimes when members moved away, they  
chose to attend other churches, believing the neighborhood  
had gotten too dangerous. During the church’s anniversary last 
year, about 40 former members who live outside the neighborhood 
pledged to come back to the church. That number has  
dwindled to two. One person who returned to St. Paul’s as a 
member lives in Pacific, Mo., about 40 miles from the church. 
“The ones who are coming from outside the neighborhood are 
the real stalwarts,” said Kirschenmann, who served his field work 
at St. Paul’s from 2013-2015 and a vicarage from 2015-16. Now 
pastor, he and his wife, Katherine, live in the parsonage next door 
to the church.
Kirschenmann said the main challenges at the church are that the 
congregation has lost track of what a pastor does and the need for 
partnership churches. He recalled finding out weeks after the fact 
about a death in the church family and a hospitalization.
“They’re used to thinking that they’ve got no one to call, so they 
don’t,” he said. “I’m here now, so they can let me know what’s 
going on so I can do ministry. It’s taken about a year to get to the 
point to where they let me know about these kinds of things.”
As for partnership churches, Kirschenmann said that there are 
three St. Louis-area churches that now “walk alongside of us”:  
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Ellisville, Mo.; St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Des Peres, Mo.; and Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, St. Louis. 
The church partners maintain relationships with Bryan Hill Elementary 
School, a St. Louis public school that shares the same city block 
with St. Paul’s. They also send volunteers to the church to help keep 
up with repairs. About 40 people attended a work day last April. 
“THERE ARE THINGS YOU DON’T  
TALK TO WITH ANYONE ELSE.  
THAT’S WHAT I MISSED THE MOST  
ABOUT NOT HAVING A PASTOR.” 
— Stephen Gestenslager
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The support of other LCMS churches has strengthened St. Paul’s, 
Kirschenmann said. “Having these churches involved has made  
a big difference in their hope,” he said. “They can think beyond  
these walls and understand that they are connected to the greater 
Synod at large.”
‘WE CAN BE THE CHURCH’
In Kansas, consistency is something Gumz’s new churches  
desperately craved before he came. At Grace, his challenge was 
changing the congregation’s culture from that of a dying church to 
“we can be the church” regardless of size.
During Lent, Grace holds an annual “Give up a blanket for Lent” 
collection. About 300 blankets are donated and given to Orphan 
Grain Train, a Christian volunteer network. Because of the  
success of the blanket campaign, congregational members have 
now added an “Underwear for Christmas” campaign in which  
they collect toothbrushes, stuffed toys and underwear during 
Advent and Christmas for people in need. Grace members also 
distribute school supplies to teachers at the start of the school year.
The church’s changed outlook is a step in the right direction.  
“We can do good in our community,” Gumz said, “even when  
we’re small, even if there are only six of us.”
Wittman said that with Gumz in place, the congregation is also 
gaining more visibility in the community. The congregation went 
years without a Bible class, but it has one again. It has even offered 
a world religion class and invited the entire community to attend. 
The church’s commitment to the local food bank has expanded. 
Wittman said church members volunteer two weeks every month 
and now with new members, they are looking to expand that role.
Grace recently gained an even younger member. Gumz and  
his wife adopted Joseph, age 4. Wittman is part of the church  
committee that recently hosted a shower for the new family. 
“There’s a difference between someone who is there temporarily and 
one who is there for the long haul,” Gumz said. “I’m the shepherd 
actually living with the flock and they recognize the difference.”
Jackie Parker is a communications specialist at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
           
“IT HAS BECOME  
ABUNDANTLY CLEAR  
THAT THE NEED  
FOR PASTORS IS GREAT.”  
— Rev. Wayne Knolhoff (’83)
Top photo: Grace Lutheran Church in Ulysses, Kan., now has 
a full-time pastor in Rev. Patrick Gumz, who has helped bring 
stability back to the congregation. Photo: Courtesy of Grace 
Lutheran Church. Bottom photo: During Lent, Grace holds an 
annual “Give up a blanket for Lent” collection. About 300  
blankets are donated and given to Orphan Grain Train, a  
Christian volunteer network. The drive has been so successful  
that now church members have added an “Underwear for 
Christmas” campaign in which they collect toothbrushes, 
stuffed toys and underwear during Advent and Christmas for 
people in need. Photo: Courtesy of Cindy Wittman
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Students on a mission 
HERE AND ABROAD
By Kendra Whittle
From the rainforests of Brazil to the city streets of Shanghai, the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
theology of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) is being shared all around the world. 
The LCMS has established mission work in about 90 countries.
But mission work in the 21st century is no longer just about reaching an unknown group of people 
in a faraway land with the love of Christ. It means bringing the Gospel to an often apathetic world 
abroad as well as at home.
Answering the need for urban and international mission work, three new pastors and one new 
vicar from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis have prayerfully accepted the call this year to serve the 
church as missionaries in the United States and overseas. 
LCMS Chief Mission Officer Rev. Kevin D. Robson said the “great multitude from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages” (Rev. 7:9 ESV) that has assimilated into the United 
States requires missionaries to be placed in different cultural neighborhoods here at home.
That doesn’t lessen the need for international ministry. More and more international church  
partners are working alongside the LCMS and seeking collaboration and assistance  
with theological education, church planting and a wide range of human care and  
mercy work opportunities, he said. “But one thing never changes about our  
mission: It’s still all about Jesus,” Robson said. 
HERE’S A LOOK AT FOUR  
SEMINARY STUDENTS  
WHO ARE TAKING ON NEW  
ROLES AS MISSIONARIES 
10 WWW.CSL.EDU
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     TO FERGUSON
From a television in his apartment in Huntsville, Ala., Micah 
Glenn (’16) watched the rioting and violence in Ferguson, Mo., 
after the shooting death of teenager Michael Brown by a police 
officer in 2014. While many people had to pull out a map to  
locate Ferguson, Glenn recognized every street and every  
neighborhood. Ferguson is his hometown. 
“Two of the places that burned down are less than a tenth of a 
mile away from my parents’ house and they were home,” Glenn 
explained. He made frantic phone calls from his vicarage in  
Alabama back home to Ferguson to make sure his family was OK. 
Now, two years later, Glenn is coming home to Ferguson. This 
time, he is returning as a pastor. Glenn was recently called as 
the LCMS’ very first missionary to Ferguson.
He’ll be working at the community’s new Empowerment Center, 
which is being built where a QuikTrip once stood on Florissant 
Avenue in Ferguson. The center is expected to be completed this 
summer. The store was burned during the rioting in 2014, but Glenn 
said a great opportunity rose from the ashes of destruction.
“It proves that the Church cares about people and wants to be 
intentional in helping them in their lives, helping with their spiritual 
and physical needs,” said Glenn, who is brainstorming ideas for 
services to be offered at the center such as after-school tutoring, 
a soup kitchen and possibly programs for women, which might be 
served by a deaconess.
According to LCMS Urban & Inner-City Mission, the Empowerment 
Center will include tutoring, mentoring and sports camps for kids, 
as well as space for civic meetings. Glenn will lead Bible studies 
and offer pastoral counseling for local families and police officers. The center also will host a “share-a-ride” program to 
bring families to nearby LCMS churches for worship. Currently no Lutheran congregation is based in Ferguson, but five 
churches in the surrounding area are contributing to the Empowerment Center’s operation. 
“For us as a church body, I hope we can see this as a watershed moment in a new frontier: to reach into the heart of the 
city and the urban core, to have a pivotal role in racial reconciliation in America, to welcome those coming into our nation, 
while reaching back into an era of witnessing amidst the skeptical and even persecutors,” said Rev. Steve Schave, director 
of LCMS Urban & Inner-City Mission. “I pray that as we turn the chapter, it will be all hands on deck to support our specially 
trained missionaries and their families who will be pioneers of global mission work right here in our own backyard.”
While the idea of a new mission to Ferguson is a little daunting, Glenn said God’s hand has worked in mighty ways.
“In all of the LCMS, I doubt that there’s another black pastor from Ferguson,” he said. “I graduated from the Seminary  
right around the time when everything needs to be in place to do this ministry. It feels providential. God uses all circumstances 
to the benefit of the Church.”
“GOD USES ALL  
CIRCUMSTANCES  
TO THE BENEFIT OF  
THE CHURCH.”  
— Micah Glenn (’16)
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      TO A NEW DEAF MINISTRY
Not far away on the north side of St. Louis, Glenn’s classmate 
Gerard Bolling (’16) also is preparing for a different type of  
mission work. He has been called to Bethlehem Lutheran  
Church to serve as an associate pastor, heading up the 
church’s new deaf ministry. The call is the fulfillment of work 
he began during his vicarage.
Bolling has loved learning American Sign Language since  
his undergraduate years at Concordia University Chicago, 
River Forest, Ill. When he arrived in St. Louis for his Seminary 
education, he connected with Lutheran Deaf Mission Society, 
which helped him find seminars and other resources for  
continuing his training.
It was around that time that he met Pastor John Schmidtke at 
Bethlehem, who was interested in starting a deaf ministry.  
There was one parishioner who was deaf attending services. 
Schmidtke told Bolling he hoped Bolling would assist that 
member in reaching out to others in the neighborhood. “I felt 
that God had ordained this,” Bolling said, “I feel He was saying, ‘Gerard, this is something you need to do.’”
During his vicarage year, Bolling took deaf mission work to the streets of St. Louis. He and the Bethlehem member who  
is deaf went door-to-door, using sign language to invite people to church and to share the Good News of the Gospel.
“God has really grown it to be more than I ever thought it could possibly be,” Bolling said. “We’ve gone from one person  
to 10 people. We average around five to 10 people every Sunday morning.”
Bolling passed part one of his Missouri Interpreter Test in May. He was installed at Bethlehem in July. He said he will  
be taking his enhanced skills back to the deaf community, with hopes that Bethlehem Lutheran will be a home church  
for many people who are deaf or hearing impaired. “Very little of my time is spent in the office,” he said. “You have to get  
in front of the people.” 
        TO THE SEMINARIO 
While new LCMS missionaries are being called to U.S. cities 
nationwide, there is an ongoing need for missionaries to 
serve overseas. Seminarian Paul Flo, a third-year student, is 
heading to the Dominican Republic for a two-year vicarage.
Flo plans to leave for the Dominican Republic by early fall. 
During the first year he will learn Spanish and the country’s 
culture. He will take on full vicar responsibilities during his 
second year. 
“I will be mentored by various pastors and will be helping out 
with divine services, catechesis, visitations, outreach and other 
duties relevant to my continued pastoral formation,” he said. 
“I look forward to working with such a great team of missionaries.” 
Flo said one of the biggest challenges of mission work  
over parish ministry is overcoming the language barrier and 
adapting to a new culture.
“Many people aren’t quite willing or able to uproot their lives 
and move so far away. We need some people to do that,” Flo 
said. “I feel excited and honored to be part of this challenge and 
mission to bring the Gospel to those in the Dominican Republic.”
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       TO THE BIRTHPLACE  
OF THE REFORMATION
Jordan Tomesch (’16) is called to serve as a missionary in  
Germany. He will be working alongside a sister church of the 
LCMS, most likely in the city of Hamburg, where churches are 
already witnessing to refugees about Jesus. He said he is ready 
and prepared to serve the Lord and the LCMS among the people 
of Germany. While Germany was the birthplace of the Protestant 
Reformation and from where the LCMS founders emigrated,  
Tomesch said in modern times, things have changed dramatically.
“I think Germany has fallen prey to the same kinds of apathy that 
we have in the United States, where many people aren’t really 
concerned about their faith,” Tomesch said. Nevertheless, this  
is a unique time for ministry in Germany. More than 1 million  
refugees from the Middle East, namely Iran, Afghanistan and  
Syria, have sought asylum and are now living in Germany.
Tomesch said he is excited about this unique opportunity to 
share the love of Christ, but said he will need to be immersed in 
the Gospel daily in order to reach those who don’t yet know Jesus. 
“A big part of what I’ll be doing is catechesis and discipleship, 
which basically answer the question, ‘What does it mean to follow 
Jesus?’” he said. “What does it mean that Jesus died for you?  
This is more than head knowledge. It’s a way of living your life, 
which is all about Jesus.”
MISSIONARY PREPARATION
At Concordia Seminary, students can choose to take the missionary 
formation concentration, which includes classes specifically  
designed to prepare them to appreciate and work with various  
cultures and ethnicities or to minister in urban settings, said 
Director of the Master of Divinity and Residential Alternate Route 
Programs Dr. Richard Marrs.
Many students also participate in MissionShift where they are 
trained for culture-crossing ministries. The Church Planters  
Network keeps an eye out for students who might be good church 
planters in the United States as well.
Many of the traits of a missionary are the same as those of a pastor: 
He must be compassionate and driven to do the work of God, 
Marrs said. He also must have a healthy dose of “gumption,” he 
said. “A missionary has to know what he’s going to do, how he’s 
going to get out into the community to serve and grow the ministry.” 
Kendra Whittle is a communications specialist at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.
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When the school year begins in the fall of 2017, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis will welcome students with a thoroughly  
revised curriculum. After a multi-year process of looking 
and listening, of discussing and debating, of planning and 
praying, the Seminary will launch an updated Master of Divinity 
(M.Div.) curriculum, along with a change to a semester calendar. 
The move to semesters will affect all academic programs,  
including the Graduate School and distance education programs 
like the Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP) program. But the most 
far-reaching changes implemented in 2017 will be in the  
residential ministerial formation programs — M.Div.,  
Residential Alternate Route (RAR) and Deaconess Studies.
The revised curriculum will be the product of the first  
comprehensive review and revision of the M.Div program 
since 1958. Reviews and revisions have occurred over the past 
five decades, but not with the thoroughness and consistency 
of this process. 
Some things have not changed. As always, the Seminary is 
dedicated to preparing the best possible pastors, missionaries  
and deaconesses. So the curriculum remains centered in the Gospel 
and grounded in the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. 
It will be theologically rigorous and prepare graduates for 
service among God’s people and witness to the world. 
By Dr. Joel Okamoto
REVISED CURRICULUM  
AIMS TO BETTER PREPARE PASTORS
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But the world has changed. Christianity no longer has an 
essential place in American life. The reverence it once held is 
reflected in blue laws that still exist (try on a Sunday to buy 
beer at a store in Indiana or a car at a dealership in Missouri) 
and recalled in school prayer that no longer exists. 
Moreover, the culture continues to shift. Dancing and women’s 
suffrage once gave rise to vigorous debate. Now it is same-sex 
marriage and transgenderism. When world religions like  
Hinduism and Buddhism emerged as a major focus for  
missions, apologetics and catechesis in the 20th century, the 
turn was heralded as epochal. Now in the 21st century, missions, 
apologetics and catechesis also have to contend with the rise 
of the “nones,” “neo-pagans” and “New Atheists.” 
What will things be like in 20, 30 or 40 years? For example, 
what might “full-body transplants” and “human chimeras” 
mean for pastoral care and counseling? It might well be  
that we look back and think, “Remember how worked up  
we got when the Supreme Court decided in favor of same-sex  
marriage? If only things today were that simple.” 
The implications of current developments, to say nothing of 
future prospects, for congregational life and pastoral ministry 
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are basic. Take evangelism for instance. “Reaching the lost” 
takes on a wider meaning today, because the “lost” increasingly  
are those whom the Church has already lost: those who used  
to be members of the Church but have found the message, practices 
and people of the Church off-putting, self-serving or unnecessary.
This means that, when it comes to evangelism, we should consider 
not just what we say — our message — but also the nature of 
evangelism: what it is, and its purpose, what it is for. It also 
calls for considering congregational life in worship and service 
and the lives of individual Christians that may have pushed 
some away from the Church in the first place. In all of this, 
the pastor has fundamental and wide-ranging responsibilities.
Similarly, today’s situation calls for pastors to understand 
firmly and communicate clearly about the nature and purpose 
of preaching, teaching and pastoral care, and to carry out 
these practices in faithful and appropriate ways. 
Pastoral ministry has always been complex and has always 
meant adapting to new situations because it has always been 
among and for people in their particular and sometimes messy 
lives. But, as we’ve seen, the complexities and messiness of 
ministry in the future will include new and still-evolving 
situations. The curriculum is being designed in several ways 
to help pastors to serve faithfully in these circumstances. The 
learning outcomes for the curriculum outline these different ways. 
Terminology varies, but what I am calling “outcomes” spell 
out what graduates should be able to do or what they should 
be like at the end of their course of studies. They reflect answers 
to general questions about graduates: 
 “What will you be called to do? Will you be able to do them?” 
  “What should you make of the world? What does this mean 
for life, witness, service and theology of Christians today?” 
  “Do you understand yourself as a person? Are you  
willing and able to grow?” 
 “Whom do you represent? Will you do this faithfully?”
These outcomes — the answers to these questions — have 
been pivotal in shaping the curriculum design, and so they 
matter in several important ways. For our purposes, they 
show how the curriculum will give a multifaceted education 
for pastors and pastoral ministry in the 21st century. 
In the first place, the curriculum is explicitly concerned with 
what pastors are called to do. Taking call documents and services 
for ordination and installation, we developed outcomes for their 
duties. Because of them, for example, the curriculum will address 
what was noted earlier relative to evangelism — not only the 
message and how to convey it, but also the witness of our lives 
individually and as congregations. These outcomes insure that, 
as we work out specific features and details, students will have 
appropriate experience and practice in field education  
congregations, vicarage and other opportunities to go along 
with classroom learning. In fact, one of the priorities for the 
revision has been to better integrate courses and field experiences.
In the second place, the curriculum has outcomes specifically 
concerned about culture and its impact for congregational 
life and pastoral ministry. Topics like ethnicity, language, 
economics, politics, religion, sexuality and gender, especially 
as they bear on the life and witness of Christians, are already 
significant and will only become more important in coming 
years. The pastor’s willingness and ability to recognize and 
faithfully engage them are essential. The curriculum puts 
cultural awareness, social circumstances and global issues  
on the first pages rather than in an appendix. Here, too, 
integrating classroom learning and field experiences matters. 
The curriculum will see to this not only in specific courses but 
as an emphasis across the board in the classroom and also in 
field education and vicarage. 
In the third place, the new curriculum is concerned with the 
person of the pastor. The reasons are obvious but so important 
Elise Zeigler, left, and Jess Biermann, a second-year Seminary  
student, help with a Lenten supper at Epiphany Lutheran 
Church in St. Louis in March 2016. Photo: Jackie Parker
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that they are worth stating. First, dealing with others is essential 
in pastoral ministry. The kind of person a pastor is and the 
way he initiates and maintains relationships with others always 
matter. Second, service in congregations can test even the 
most experienced people and put even the firmest relationships 
under stress. And this service often takes its toll. Reports say 
that clergy have higher rates of high blood pressure, depression 
and obesity than most Americans. Their life expectancy also 
is lower. The future will be no less challenging on the person. 
For these reasons, it is vital that graduates understand and 
value well-being and growth in their personal and spiritual lives. 
Concordia Seminary has always understood this, but in the 
revision process the faculty sought to be considerably more 
deliberate. One of the courses in the first semester will  
introduce incoming students to matters of personal and  
spiritual well-being and, working in cohorts with faculty 
mentors, students will be required to learn about and show 
growth in these areas throughout the program. 
In the fourth place, the curriculum considers the pastor’s public 
responsibilities. Pastors represent the Lord and His people, 
and they must be trustworthy. But this is more challenging today 
than in the past because, as we’ve noted, the place of  
Christianity in America has eroded. Just as pastors today  
can take nothing for granted about respect for their office,  
so also they can take nothing for granted about knowledge  
of the Scriptures, Christian teachings and Christian moral 
positions. It is essential that all pastors in the future be capable 
of representing the Lord and His Church in very basic ways. 
Each student will have to show he is ready and willing to  
commit himself wholeheartedly to the Scriptures and the 
Lutheran Confessions, and also that he is theologically 
well-grounded to enter the ministry in the 21st century.
The fact is, the expertise gained over 177 years of teaching biblical 
truth at Concordia Seminary will continue at the core of the 
M.Div. curriculum. However, as the curriculum was adjusted 
by the faculty over the last five decades, content began to overlap. 
We are retaining the fundamentals and adding the elements 
that will ensure holistic formation, so our graduates will be 
fully prepared to lead in a world today that is so vastly changed.
Dr. Joel Okamoto (‘93, ‘96, ‘97) is the Waldemar and Mary 
Griesbach Professor of Systematic Theology and chairman of 
the faculty committee overseeing the curriculum revision.
A revised Master of Divinity (M.Div.)  
curriculum has been developed for  
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis that will  
take effect in the 2017-18 academic year  
and will affect the residential ministerial  
formation programs. The first  
comprehensive review and revision since 
1958 aims to better prepare pastors to  
lead congregations in the 21st century. 
 
Find highlights of the revised curriculum,  
read FAQs and watch faculty testimonials  
at www.csl.edu/newcurriculum.
“The revised curriculum remains centered in the Gospel and grounded in the 
Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. It will be theologically rigorous and 
prepare graduates for service among God’s people and witness to the world.”  
— DR. JOEL OKAMOTO (‘93, ‘96, ‘97)
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CALLS INTO THE PASTORAL MINISTRY 
ATLANTIC DISTRICT
†  Cusanelli, Thomas: St. Luke, Dix Hills, 
N.Y. (SMP Fall ’15)
CALIFORNIA/NEVADA/HAWAII DISTRICT 
†  Barklage, Richard: Lutheran Church of 
Arcata, Arcata, Calif. (CMC Winter ’15)
†  Gerloff, Gary: First, Hanford, Calif.  
(CMC Winter ’15)
†  Gomez, Andrew: Memorial Lutheran 
Chapel for the Deaf, Fremont, Calif. 
(SMP Spring ’16)
†  Gulseth, Matthew: Emmanuel, Clovis, 
Calif. 
†  Jones, Robert: Light of the Hills, 
Cameron Park, Calif.
†  Luckemeyer, Joel: Trinity, Exeter, Calif. 
†  Riley, Benjamin: Prince of Peace, 
Fremont, Calif.
†  Roma, Stephan: Resurrection, Santa 
Clara, Calif. 
†  Xiong, Doua: St. Paul, Merced,  
Calif. (Winter ’15)
CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT
† Gearig, Mark: St. Paul, Decatur, Ill. 
EASTERN DISTRICT
†  Anas, Timothy: Lutheran Church  
of Our Savior, Buffalo, N.Y. 
ENGLISH DISTRICT
†  Kogutkiewicz, Chad: Hales Corners, 
Hales Corners, Wis. (SMP Spring ’16)
†  Maconachy, Samuel: Faith, Naples, Fla. 
†  Thompson, Adam: Fairlawn, Akron, Ohio 
FLORIDA-GEORGIA DISTRICT
†  Charelus, Saint-Luc: Bethlehem 
Haitian, Immokalee, Fla. (EIIT Fall ’15)
†  Glander, Karl: Amigos en Cristo, 
Immokalee, Fla. (SMP Spring ’16)
†  Harris, Mark: Grace, Winter Haven, Fla. 
†  Obermann, Joshua: Grace, St. Cloud, Fla. 
†  Pennington, Shea: Hope, Plant City, Fla. 
INDIANA DISTRICT
†  Douglas, Matthew: Our Shepherd,  
Avon, Ind. 
†  Satkowiak, Brett: Trinity, Crown Point, 
Ind. 
IOWA DISTRICT WEST
†  Clark, William: Gloria Dei, Urbandale, 
Iowa (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Hauan, Eric: Trinity, Algona, Iowa
†  Petrak, Daniel: Gloria Dei, Urbandale, 
Iowa (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Roehrig, Ryan: St. Paul, Alta, Iowa 
†  Struecker, Steven: Immanuel, 
Livermore, Iowa, and Zion, LuVerne, 
Iowa (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Viggers, David: Trinity, Odebolt, Iowa 
KANSAS DISTRICT
†  Albrecht, Martin: Faith, Topeka,  
Kan. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Roth, Timothy: St. Peter, Humboldt, 
Kan. 
†  Werner, John: Our Savior, Marion, Kan., 
and Zion, Hillsboro, Kan. 
MICHIGAN DISTRICT
†  Burgess, Jeffrey: St. Matthew, 
Mancelona, Mich. 
†  Carter, Tyler: Immanuel, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 
†  Chaffee, Phillip: Family of Christ, 
Comstock Park, Mich. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Gibbons, Nikolai: Immanuel, Macomb, 
Mich. 
†  Grunewald, Richard (R.J.): Faith, Troy, 
Mich. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Kral, John: Shepherd’s Gate, Shelby 
Township, Mich. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Polzin, Joseph: Trinity, Gaylord, Mich., 
and Mount Hope, Grayling, Mich. 
†  Starner, Matthew: Journey of Faith, 
Byron Center, Mich. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Troxel, Christopher: Trinity, Utica, 
Mich. 
MID-SOUTH DISTRICT
†  Christensen, Erik: Our Savior, 
Nashville, Tenn. 
MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT
†  Bakou, John: Trinity, Sauk Rapids, 
Minn. (EIIT Fall ’15)
CALLS FOR THE 2015-16  
ACADEMIC YEAR
Unless otherwise noted, all calls were in the Master of Divinity (M. Div.) program and announced on Call Day, April 26, 2016.
Fourth-year Master of Divinity students Peter Berauer, Christopher Jung and Kevin 
Thomson look forward to the Call Day service April 26. Berauer was called to be 
pastor at The Living Christ Lutheran Church in Arlington Heights, Ill. Jung will teach 
at Baltimore Lutheran High School Association in Towson, Md. Thomson will be an 
assistant pastor at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Des Peres, Mo. Photo: Jill Gray
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MINNESOTA SOUTH DISTRICT
†  Bodin, Daniel: South Shore Trinity, 
White Bear Lake, Minn. 
† Her, Richard: HMong, St. Paul, Minn. 
†  Kuehne, Jonathan: Woodbury, 
Woodbury, Minn. (Winter ’15)
†  Lor, Yia Stephen: Neej Tshiab, 
Robbinsdale, Minn. (EIIT Fall ’15)
†  Matheny, Adam: Our Savior,  
Mankato, Minn. 
†  Schmidt, Toby: Cross View, Edina, Minn. 
†  Vang, Chong Toua: Our Saviour,  
St. Paul, Minn. (EIIT Fall ’15)
†  Vang, Johnny: Neej Tshiab, 
Robbinsdale, Minn. (pending)  
(EIIT Fall ’15)
MISSOURI DISTRICT
†  Bolling, Gerard: Bethlehem,  
St. Louis, Mo.
†  Chandler, Christopher: Ebenezer,  
St. Louis, Mo. 
†  Dobler, Michael: Immanuel, Olivette, Mo.
†  Espinosa, Alfonso: Messiah, St. Louis, 
Mo. (Fall ’15)
†  Gillmore, Steven: First, Neosho, Mo. 
(SMP Fall ’15)
†  Glenn, Micah: Grace, Bellefontaine 
Neighbors, Mo., and Lutheran Hope 
Center, Ferguson, Mo. 
† Harriss, Mark: Zion, Hillsboro, Mo. 
†  Kirschenmann, James: St. Paul’s—
College Hill, St. Louis, Mo.
†  Knippa, Michael: Lutheran High 
School Association, St. Louis, Mo. 
(Summer ’15)
†  Maske, Daniel: Trinity, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.
†  Paavola, Christopher: New Beginnings, 
Pacific, Mo. (RAR Spring ‘16) 
†  Sommer, Christopher: Faith,  
St. Louis, Mo. 
†  Thomas, James: Beautiful Savior, 
Bridgeton, Mo. (Fall ’15)
†  Thomson, Kevin: St. Paul’s,  
Des Peres, Mo. 
†  Tomesch, Jordan: LCMS Office  
of International Mission, Germany 
†  Wagner, Jacob: Zion, Valley Park,  
St. Louis, Mo. 
MONTANA DISTRICT 
†  Winter, Kyle: The Church at Creston, 
Kalispell, Mont. 
NEBRASKA DISTRICT
†  Archer, Adam: St. John, Ord, Neb. 
†  Chapman, Sean: Divine Shepherd, 
Omaha, Neb. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Haynes, James: Christ, Lincoln, Neb. 
(SMP Fall ’15)
†  Howell, Christopher: St. Peter,  
North Bend, Neb. 
†  Wells, Timothy: Cross of Christ,  
Aurora, Neb. 
†  Wright, Brian: Christ, Cairo, Neb.  
(RAR Spring ‘16) 
NEW JERSEY DISTRICT 
†  Merz, Daniel: Lutheran Church of  
Our Savior, Stanhope, N.J. 
NORTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT
†  Petzold, Jonathan: Immanuel, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 
†  Vang, Chou: St. Matthew, Eau Claire, 
Wis. 
†  Vang, Daniel: St. Paul, Thorp, Wis., 
and Epiphany, Stanley, Wis. 
†  Williams, Richard: Zion, Ashland, 
Wis. (SMP Fall ’15)
NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT
†  Berauer, Peter: The Living Christ, 
Arlington Heights, Ill. 
†  Curtis, Michael: Trinity, Lisle, Ill.  
(SMP Fall ’15)
†  Howe, Andrew: Good Shepherd, 
Elgin, Ill.
†  McGinley, David: Trinity, Lisle, Ill.
†  Neugebauer, Kirk: Messiah, Sterling, Ill. 
†  Ramirez, Walter: Cross Evangelical, 
Yorkville, Ill. (CHS Winter ’15)
NORTHWEST DISTRICT
†  Scheck, Nathan: Messiah, Mesa, 
Wash., and Trinity, Pasco, Wash. 
†  Wilson, Winston: Lutheran Indian 
Ministries, Neah Bay, Wash. (EIIT Fall ’15)
OHIO DISTRICT
†  Schiemann, Matthew: St. John, 
Defiance, Ohio 
PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DISTRICT 
†  Campbell, Delwyn: Promise, 
Murrieta, Calif. (CMC Winter ’15)
†  Cave, Andrew: Lamb of God, Lake 
Havasu City, Ariz. 
†  Chai, Albert: Emmaus, Alhambra, 
Calif. (pending) (CMC Fall ’15)
†  Clausen, Eric: Christ, Brea, Calif. 
†  Loos, Bartholomew: University 
Lutheran, Los Angeles, Calif.  
(CMC Summer ‘16)
†  Sheek, Darrin: Faith, Capistrano 
Beach, Calif. (CMC Winter ’15) 
Top photo: Jacob Okwir receives 
congratulations from Seminary 
President Dr. Dale A. Meyer. Okwir will 
be pastor at St. James Lutheran Church 
in Overlea, Md. Photo: Harold Rau.  
Bottom photo: Hannah and Eric Clausen 
celebrate his call to be assistant pastor 
at Christ Lutheran Church in Brea, Calif. 
Clausen earned his Master of Sacred 
Theology (S.T.M.). Photo: Jill Gray
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT
†  Albers, Paul A.: LCMS Rocky Mountain 
District, Aurora, Colo. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Boykin, Doyle: Prince of Peace, Cedar 
Crest, N.M. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Furry, Craig: Our Savior, Albuquerque, 
N.M. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  McCaslin, Gregg: Concordia, 
Lakewood, Colo. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Wendelin, Timothy: Bethlehem, 
Lakewood, Colo. (SMP Fall ’15)
SELC DISTRICT
†  Duff, Kevin: Faith Viera, Rockledge, Fla. 
SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT
†  Albers, Paul F.: Concordia, Vermillion, S.D. 
†  Bauer, Micah: Mount Calvary,  
Brookings, S.D. 
† Fitch, Josiah: St. Paul, Aberdeen, S.D. 
†  Obermann, Eric: Our Savior, Hill City, 
S.D., and Our Redeemer, Custer, S.D. 
†  Theiss, Benjamin: Holy Cross, Onida, 
S.D., and Immanuel, Harrold, S.D., and 
Trinity, Blunt, S.D. 
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT
†  Bueltmann, Aaron: Advent, Forest Hill, 
Md. 
†  Burdette, Paul: Our Savior, Clyde, N.C. 
†  Jung, Christopher: Baltimore Lutheran 
High School Association, Towson, Md. 
†  Kumfer, Justin: Our Savior Way, 
Ashburn, Va.
†  Micheel, Benjamin: Concordia,  
Conover, N.C. 
†  McNutt, Timothy: St. Paul’s, 
Mechanicsville, Md. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Okwir, Jacob: St. James, Overlea, Md. 
†  Richter, Jon: Greenwood, Greenwood, 
S.C. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Robson, Falak: Emmanuel, Baltimore, 
Md. (EIIT Fall ’15)
SOUTHERN DISTRICT
†  D’Entremont, James: Good Shepherd, 
Gulf Breeze, Fla. 
†  Gieseking, David: Living Water,  
Mexico Beach, Fla. (SMP Fall ’15)
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT
†  Demski, Merritt: Immanuel,  
Waterloo, Ill. 
TEXAS DISTRICT
†  Crowe, William: Faith, Georgetown, 
Texas 
†  Hills, Keith: Faith, Sweetwater,  
Texas (SMP Spring ’16)
†  Hopf, Lee: Trinity, Spring, Texas 
†  Kunze, Seth: Christ the King, 
Kingwood, Texas 
†  Nietubicz, Christopher: Immanuel, 
Giddings, Texas 
†  Smith, Harry: Our Redeemer,  
Irving, Texas 
†  Thompson, David: Our Savior, 
McKinney, Texas (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Trempala, Daniel: Redeemer,  
Cisco, Texas 
PENDING
† Cabrales, Ramón (CHS Winter ’15)
DEACONESS ASSIGNMENTS
NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT
†  Arndt, Marissa: Lutheran Church 
Charities, Northbrook, Ill. (Summer ’16)
MICHIGAN DISTRICT 
†  Polk, Norma: Cross and Resurrection, 
Ypsilanti, Mich. (EIIT Fall ’15)
TEXAS DISTRICT 
†  Pruhs, Shea: Christ the King, 
Kingwood, Texas
†  Sánchez, Leticia: St. Paul, Fort Worth, 
Texas (CHS Winter ’15)
Pending  
†  Cave, Emily Ringelberg 
CHS: Center for Hispanic Studies
CMC: Cross-Cultural Ministry Center
EIIT: Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology
RAR: Residential Alternate Route
SMP: Specific Ministry Pastor 
Photo left: Fourth-year students with 
family and friends before the Call Day 
service on April 26, 2016. Photo: Jill Gray
Top photo: From left: Jarod Koenig, 
Noah Kegley, Garret Kasper, Jeremiah 
Jording and Michael Hofman line 
up in the stairwell of the Chapel of 
St. Timothy and St. Titus before the 
Vicarage and Internship Service begins 
April 26. Bottom photo: From left: 
Deaconess interns Elizabeth Wagner, 
Kimberly Sherwin, Sarah Ludwig and 
Kelly Jacob. Wagner’s assignment is 
pending. Sherwin will be going to St. 
Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Liberty, 
Mo. Ludwig will be going to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Seymour, Ind. 
Jacob will be going to Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Cincinnati.
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68STUDENTS  RECEIVED ASSIGNMENTS  at the Vicarage and Internship Service in April 2016
12,000+ unique website visitors to callday.csl.edu. 
Up 29 percent from last year!
Plan to join in next year: l@ConcordiaSem and #CallDay2017  ffacebook.com/ConcordiaSem  i@ConcordiaSem
STUDENTS RECEIVED CALLS  
AT THE CALL SERVICE IN APRIL 201678 
FURTHEST U.S. CALL: 
Wahiawa-Oahu, Hawaii 
(4,135 miles from St. Louis)
2,980  VIEWERS AT ONE TIME Up 25 percent from 2015!
MISSOURI  
DISTRICT
HAD THE MOST CALLS AND VICARAGE ASSIGNMENTS 
12 CALLS & 14 VICARAGES/INTERNSHIPS
A WEBSITE FIRST! 
52 percent of online viewers were mobile users compared to 48 percent in 2015.
AROUND  
THE WORLD
Online visitors from  
49 countries 
Up from 41 last year!
U.S.A., U.S.A.! 
FIRST YEAR VISITORS VIEWED FROM ALL  
50 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
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VICARAGE AND DEACONESS 
INTERNSHIP ASSIGNMENTS
Unless otherwise noted, all assignments were in the Master of Divinity (M.Div.) program and announced on Call Day, April 26, 2016.
ATLANTIC DISTRICT
†  Grant, Christopher: Trinity Evangelical, 
Walden, N.Y. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Voges, Jordan: Lutheran Church of 
 the Resurrection, Garden City, N.Y. 
†  Wilson, Robert: St. Paul, Monroe, N.Y. 
(SMP Fall ’15)
CALIFORNIA/NEVADA/HAWAII DISTRICT 
†  DeLude, Clarence: Trinity, Wahiawa-
Oahu, Hawaii (CMC) 
†  Dubé, Michael: Light of the Valley,  
Elk Grove, Calif. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Fong, Barron: Lutheran Church of the 
Holy Spirit, San Francisco, Calif. (CMC) 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT
†  Anderson, Ryan: St. John’s, East 
Moline, Ill. 
EASTERN DISTRICT
†  Jording, Jeremiah: St. John’s, Orchard 
Park, N.Y. 
†  Saie, Peter: Christ Assembly, 
Philadelphia, Pa. (EIIT) 
† Ulm, Joshua: Zion, Bridgeville, Pa.
ENGLISH DISTRICT
†  Hoeppner, Seth: Faith, Watertown, 
Wis. (SMP Fall ’15)
FLORIDA-GEORGIA DISTRICT
†  Cobos, John: Family of Christ, Tampa, 
Fla. (CHS)
†  Hudson, Douglas: Trinity, Albany, Ga. 
(RAR)
†  Kegley, Noah: St. Paul, Boca Raton, Fla. 
†  Murphy, Devin: Bethlehem, 
Jacksonville Beach, Fla.
†  Popp, Michael: Grace, Jacksonville, 
Fla. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Sanabria Jr., Miguel: Family of Christ, 
Tampa, Fla. (CHS) 
†  Sterling, Aaron: Mount Calvary, 
Warner Robins, Ga. 
INDIANA DISTRICT 
†  Grueninger, William: St. Peter’s, 
Columbus, Ind.
†  Newton, Joel: Immanuel, Seymour, Ind.
IOWA DISTRICT EAST 
†  Wolfgram, Andrew: Our Redeemer,  
Iowa City, Iowa
KANSAS DISTRICT 
†  Abbott, Kenton: St. John, Ellinwood, 
Kan. (SMP)
†  Hofmann, Michael: Beautiful Savior, 
Olathe, Kan.
†  Kubowicz, Andrew: Ascension,  
Wichita, Kan. 
MICHIGAN DISTRICT 
†  Garcia, Adan (Chris): St. Lorenz, 
Frankenmuth, Mich.
†  Hatesohl, Andrew: Our Savior, Lansing, 
Mich.
†  Reiter, Ahren: St. Matthew, Walled Lake, 
Mich., and St. Matthew, Wixom, Mich.
† Schmidt, Joshua: Messiah, Clio, Mich.
MID-SOUTH DISTRICT 
†  Franco, Jose Mauricio: Salem, 
Springdale, Ark. (CHS) 
†  Girardin, Philip: Our Shepherd,  
Searcy, Ark.
†  Metzler, Michael: Faith, Tullahoma, Tenn. 
MINNESOTA SOUTH DISTRICT 
†  Pitsch, Alexander (Scott): Woodbury, 
Woodbury, Minn. 
MISSOURI DISTRICT 
†  Belt, Andrew: Holy Cross, Ste. 
Genevieve, Mo., and Immanuel,  
Crystal City, Mo.
†  Bergt, Jonathan: Jefferson Hills, 
Imperial, Mo. (SMP)
†  Berteau, Benjamin: St. John’s, Arnold, Mo.
†  Buttram Jr., Virgil (Randy): Salem, 
Affton, Mo.
†  Duerr, Nicholas: Immanuel, 
Washington, Mo.
†  Finger, Sylvan: Hanover, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.
†  Flo, Paul: LCMS Office of International 
Mission, Dominican Republic
†  Gensch, Jeremiah: Lutheran Senior 
Services, St. Louis, Mo.
†  Hanson, Joseph: Blessed Savior, 
Florissant, Mo.
†  Harris, Alexander: Immanuel,  
St. Charles, Mo.
†  Heaton, William (Chris): Immanuel, 
Olivette, Mo.
†  Ramstad, Christopher: Lutheran 
Church of the Resurrection, Sunset 
Hills, Mo.
†  Roedsens, Jacob: Lutheran Senior 
Services, St. Louis, Mo. 
MONTANA DISTRICT
†  Wiegert, Mark: St. Paul, Lewistown,  
Mont.; Trinity, Stanford, Mont.; and  
Our Savior, Denton, Mont. (SMP)
NEBRASKA DISTRICT 
†  Sessa, Samuel: King of Kings, Omaha, 
Neb.
†  Staub, Aaron: Beautiful Savior, LaVista, 
Neb. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Torreson, Jonathan: Zion, Pierce, Neb. 
Kevin Thomson, center, and Gerard Bolling, 
right, hug while Peter Berauer looks 
on before the Call Day service begins. 
Photo: Jill Gray
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NEW JERSEY DISTRICT 
†  Clemens, Daniel: St. Paul, Flemington, N.J.
†  Hass, Matthew: Holy Cross, Mahwah, 
N.J. (SMP Fall ’15)
NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT 
†  Handschke, Samuel: Shepherd of the 
Valley, Bismarck, N.D., and Bethel, 
Bismarck, N.D.
† LaFore, David: Our Savior, Minot, N.D.
NORTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT 
† Koenig, Jarod: Peace, Antigo, Wis. 
† Ondov, Daniel: Pilgrim, Green Bay, Wis.
† Stransky, John: St. John, Wausau, Wis.
NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
†  Koenig, Matthew: Prince of Peace, 
Palatine, Ill. (RAR)
† Pankau, Jason: Trinity, Roselle, Ill. (SMP)
† Pretznow, Mark: Immanuel, Elmhurst, Ill.
† Price, Nicholas: Trinity, Lisle, Ill. (Fall ‘15)
OHIO DISTRICT
†  Bentz, Tyson: Holy Cross, North Canton, 
Ohio
†  Genszler, John: Prince of Peace, 
Oregon, Ohio (RAR) 
OKLAHOMA DISTRICT 
†  Berlinski, Jacob: Holy Trinity, Edmond, 
Okla.
†  Chang, Wangdoua: Good Shepherd 
Tulsa, Okla. (EIIT Fall ‘15)
 
PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DISTRICT 
†  DiLiberto, Anthony: Grace,  
Henderson, Nev.
†  Eddins, Andrew: Fountain of Life, 
LaMirada, Calif. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Knauss-Behal, Matthew: Christ’s 
Greenfield, Gilbert, Ariz.
†  Lehenbauer, Andrew: Christ Church, 
Phoenix, Ariz.
†  Schultz, Nathan: Concordia, Chula  
Vista, Calif. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT 
†  Freudenburg, Trevor: Bethlehem, 
Lakewood, Colo.
†  Harwell, Matthew: Redeemer, Fort 
Collins, Colo. (SMP Fall ’15) 
†  Johnson Jr., Frank: Redeemer, Fort 
Collins, Colo. (SMP Fall ’15)
†  Kraft, Austin: Grace, Gypsum, Colo. 
(SMP Fall ’15)
†  Perry, Andrew: Faith, Las Cruces, N.M. 
(CMC) 
†  Warner, Daniel: Rock of Ages, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
SELC DISTRICT 
†  Elliott, John: St. Luke’s, Oviedo, Fla. 
(SMP)
†  Hansen, Michael: St. Luke’s, Oviedo, Fla. 
†  Mercer, Ernest: Peace, Galloway, N.J. 
(SMP Fall ’15)
†  Thompson, Lawton: St. Luke’s,  
Oviedo, Fla. (SMP)
†  Tilton, Scott: St. Paul, Westport, Conn. 
(SMP Fall ’15)
SOUTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT 
†  Coop, Andrew: Trinity, Howards  
Grove, Wis.
†  Kosberg, Adam: Trinity, Freistadt, Wis. 
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT 
†  Barron, Kevin: Living Savior, Fairfax 
Station, Va.
†  Brooks, Corey: St. John’s, Conover, 
N.C. (SMP)
†  Greenfield, Henry: Zion and Trinity, 
Bowie, Md. (EIIT Fall ‘15)
†  Keah, Daniel: Lamb of God, Landover 
Hills, Md. (EIIT Fall ‘15)
†  Moretz, Mark: Hope, Wake Forest, N.C. 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
†  Watt, Luke: The Lutheran Church of 
Vestavia Hills, Vestavia Hills, Ala.
SOUTHERN ILLNIOIS DISTRICT 
†  Steffenson, Jason: Trinity, Hoffman, Ill. 
(Fall ‘15)
TEXAS DISTRICT 
†  Farrow, Arthur: Zion, Bonham, Texas 
(SMP)
†  Hall, Joel: Faith, Mexia, Texas 
(SMP Fall ’15)
†  Hart, Henry Franklin: Oikos, Houston, 
Texas (SMP)
†  Kasper, Garret: Cross, New Braunfels, 
Texas 
†  Meyer, Adam: ACTS Church Leader, 
Leander, Texas (SMP)
†  Miklos, Troy: St. Paul, Fort Worth, 
Texas (SMP Fall ’15) 
DEACONESS ASSIGNMENTS
INDIANA DISTRICT 
†  Ludwig, Sarah: Immanuel, Seymour, 
Ind.  
MISSOURI DISTRICT 
†  Sherwin, Kimberly: St. Stephen, 
Liberty, Mo. 
†  Wagner, Elizabeth: Timothy, St. Louis, 
Mo.
OHIO DISTRICT 
†  Jacob, Kelly: Prince of Peace, 
Cincinnati, Ohio
 
CHS: Center for Hispanic Studies
CMC: Cross-Cultural Ministry Center
EIIT: Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology
RAR: Residential Alternate Route
SMP: Specific Ministry Pastor 
Photo left: Fourth-year student Micah Glenn talks with LCMS English District President Dr. Jamison Hardy before the Call  
Day service begins. Photo: Jill Gray. Photo right: From left: Kelly Jacob, Daniel Warner and David LaFore review their assignments 
after the Vicarage and Internship Service. Photo: Harold Rau
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She stands 5-feet-2, petite by most standards. 
She smiles easily and laughs often. Many  
of  her clothes just happen to be pink. She 
uses the word “excited” a lot because she  
is and “love” because she does.
But pull back Deaconess Marissa Arndt’s 
thick blond hair and place her in a dojo and 
you will see much more than a stereotypical 
young woman. You will see a fierce judo 
competitor, one who also happens to be 
blind. “I’m pretty scrappy,” she admits. 
In August 2016, just months after receiving 
her Master of  Arts degree from the Deaconess 
Studies program at Concordia Seminary,  
St. Louis, Arndt began a four-year residency 
at the United States Olympic Training Center 
 in Colorado Springs, Colo. Ranked No. 2 
in the country and No. 15 in the world in 
judo, she was just three spots shy of  earning 
a spot on Team U.S.A. that will compete in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in September at the 
2016 Paralympic Games for physically  
disabled elite athletes. The Paralympics 
begin right after the Olympic Games.
While disappointed she will not be competing  
in Rio this year, Arndt, 24, has high hopes 
for her future judo career. She aims to 
represent the United States at the 2020 
Paralympic Games in Tokyo, Japan. 
‘CHILD OF GOD’
For the next four years, Arndt will lift 
weights three days a week. She will do 
cardio five days a week and practice judo 
four days a week. She will travel to different 
countries, competing in tournaments and 
honing her skills and her body. And in two 
years, she will start the process of  qualifying 
for the 2020 Paralympics.
“She is one of  the most awesome people 
I’ve ever met,” said Dr. Timothy Saleska, 
the Seminary’s dean of  ministerial formation.  
“She has one of  the strongest faiths and 
strongest resolves of  anyone I’ve ever known.”
Arndt loves judo to be sure. It has taught 
her dedication and sacrifice. She has  
trained with some of  the greatest athletes  
in the world. 
“I love that it’s a rough and tough sport,” 
she says. “Judo is a lot of  work and when you 
do well, you feel that accomplishment. That’s 
a great feeling. I love that it’s a sport I can 
play against sighted, able-bodied athletes.”
But for all the joy judo has added to her  
life, Arndt says God’s mercy tops any  
gold medal.
“I’m very grateful that I know my identity 
as a baptized child of  God,” she says. “Win 
or lose, my first real identity is in Christ, 
not in me as an athlete. That’s something I 
always keep in mind when I’m competing.” 
NIGHT BLINDNESS TO FOG
A native of  Hartland, Wis., Arndt is the 
youngest child of  two, raised in a Catholic 
family. Early on, her parents noticed some 
oddities with their daughter’s vision. She 
was night blind and lacked depth perception. 
By age 3, she was diagnosed with retinitis 
pigmentosa, a genetic disorder that causes 
retinal degeneration.
By middle school, Arndt developed tunnel 
vision and could only read four words at  
a time. By high school, it was more like 
straw vision. She could see one letter a  
time and had no peripheral vision. By the 
time she left home and started taking classes 
at the University of  Wisconsin, Stevens 
Point, she developed nystagmus, an inability 
 to focus. Within a week’s time, she went 
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Serving God as a deaconess and judoka
BY MELANIE AVE
Deaconess Marissa Arndt (‘16), a paralympic judo athlete, at the 2015 Parapan American  
Games in Toronto, Canada. Photo: Melissa Renwick/Toronto Star via Getty Images
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
from being able to read print to being 
unable to even see printed words.
She gets frustrated at times with her lack 
of  vision but she mostly takes it in stride. 
“I’ve never been angry or sad about it,” 
she says. “I’ve always known that it could 
be worse.”
She now has cataracts and sees “fog” most 
days, she explains. Somedays, good days, 
she can see outlines with contrasting colors. 
Apple products — from her iPhone to her 
computer — read words and numbers to 
her. She uses public transportation to get 
around. A seeing eye dog has served as her  
eyes since age 16. “She’s made things so much 
easier,” she says about her dog and constant 
companion, Fray, who recently retired. 
“She’s just a good friend to have go through 
everything I have to go through in life.”
‘A ROUGH AND TOUGH SPORT’
Arndt was introduced to judo at a summer 
sports camp for people who are blind  
when she was 14. It became a favorite  
summertime activity. When she was a 
junior at the University of  Wisconsin, she 
enrolled in judo as an elective and later 
joined the school’s judo club.
She also started attending a Lutheran 
campus ministry. She was amazed from 
her very first women’s Bible study. “I had 
never read the Bible before,” she says. “I 
didn’t even know it was God’s Word. I had 
no knowledge.” She attended the campus 
ministry twice a week and was confirmed 
her sophomore year. She also began to feel 
God was calling her to ministry. She talked 
to her campus pastor, who encouraged her 
to change her major from communicative 
disorders to communications. 
After graduation, she moved to St. Louis  
to start her graduate work at Concordia 
Seminary so she could become a deaconess. 
“I loved all the avenues a deaconess could 
take,” she says. “Hospitals, prison, parish, 
mission work.” 
For two years at the Seminary, she woke at 
3 a.m. to do her homework and workout 
before classes began at 8 a.m. When classes 
ended at 4:30 p.m., she rode two buses 
and took a train to the White Dragon Judo 
Club, where she trained four days per 
week, before returning to campus by 10 
p.m. “It was crazy,” she says. 
“She is remarkable in the sense of  how  
she interacts with people and how she gets 
around,” said Dr. Ronald Rall, senior  
pastor of  Timothy Lutheran Church in  
St. Louis, where Arndt did her fieldwork 
as a first-year student. “I know she will 
continue to serve God in unique ways.” 
Even as she undergoes an intense training 
program in Colorado, Arndt also will  
be serving the church. She was called  
this spring as a deployed deaconess to 
Northbrook, Ill.-based Lutheran Church 
Charities (LCC), where she served her  
Seminary internship. She will write weekend 
devotions and help with event planning 
and its Comfort Dog outreach ministry.
“God has opened up so many doors,” 
Arndt says. “It’s amazing. I’m very grateful 
for it.”
Visit Arndt’s Team U.S.A. page at  
www.teamusa.org/usa-judo/athletes/ 
Marissa-Arndt.
Melanie Ave is communications manager  
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.
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“WIN OR LOSE,  
MY FIRST REAL  
IDENTITY IS IN  
CHRIST, NOT IN ME  
AS AN ATHLETE.”  
 
— DEACONESS  
MARISSA ARNDT (’16)
Top photo: Seminary President Dr. Dale A. Meyer greets Marissa Arndt during the  
Theological Diploma Service in May 2016: Photo: Kendra Whittle. Bottom photo:  
Deaconess Marissa Arndt (‘16) at the 2014 International Blind Sports Federation World 
Championships. Photo: Courtesy of USA Judo.
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Concordia Seminary, St. Louis recognized 
106 students and five honorees at  
Commencement May 20, 2016, on campus.
Of  the 106 participants, 77 earned the  
Master of  Divinity degree, 11 earned the 
Master of  Arts degree, four earned the 
Master of  Arts in Deaconess Studies and 
one student earned a Master of  Sacred 
Theology degree. In addition, 10 students 
completed doctoral degrees: four earned  
the Doctor of  Ministry degree and six 
earned the Doctor of  Philosophy degree. 
Four Residential Alternate Route (RAR)  
students took part in Commencement as 
well; one has completed all aspects of  the 
RAR program; and three students have 
completed their academic residency and  
will receive their RAR certificate after a  
one-year vicarage.
“At this critical time, our graduates are 
heading to centers of  hope and help for 
souls and society, the congregations of   
Jesus Christ set in communities that need  
a good word from God. May He bless  
their ministries,” said Seminary President  
Dr. Dale A. Meyer during Commencement.
Commencement activities began with the 
Theological Diploma Service in the Seminary’s 
Chapel of  St. Timothy and St. Titus Friday 
morning. Dr. James W. Voelz, the Dr. Jack 
Dean Kingsbury Professor of  New Testament 
Theology and graduate professor of  exegetical 
theology, delivered the sermon.
“What a glorious calling this is for you!” 
Voelz told the pastoral and deaconess  
students. “How enriched God’s flock will  
be through you!”
The Seminary awarded an honorary  
doctorate to Dr. Ralph Blomenberg, pastor 
of  Immanuel Lutheran Church in Seymour, 
Ind., and chairman of  the Seminary’s Board 
of  Regents.
The Seminary’s faculty presented the  
Christus Vivit award to Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Faris Peck in recognition of  their exemplary  
service to the church. The Seminary’s  
faculty also presented the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award to Dr. Ronald D. Rall, 
pastor of  Timothy Lutheran Church in  
St. Louis, and Rev. Arthur Simon,  
president emeritus of  Bread for the World. 
Blomenberg gave the Commencement 
address Friday night in the Seminary’s Main 
Quadrangle.
“Responding to Christ’s call and through 
the power of  the Holy Spirit, Concordia 
Seminary is unleashing on the world this 
class,” Blomenberg told the graduates. “Small 
in number, you will have a disproportionate 
impact. For you bring hope as you bring 
Jesus and His power to bear on the world.”
At the conclusion of  Commencement, Meyer 
addressed the graduates, saying, “Concordia 
Seminary is all about Jesus Christ. We send 
you forth as servants of  the One who came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give  
His life as a ransom for us and for many. I 
now declare the 177th year of  Concordia 
Seminary to be closed in the name of  the 
Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. Not unto us, oh Lord, not unto us, 
but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy, 
and Thy truth’s sake [Psalm 115:1].”
To learn more about Commencement,  
view photos and read about the 2016 honorees, 
visit www.csl.edu/commencement.
Honorees who were recognized during Commencement in May 2016 include, from left,  
Mary Ellen and Peter Faris Peck; Dr. Ronald D. Rall; Seminary President Dr. Dale A. Meyer;  
Dr. Ralph Blomenberg; and Rev. Arthur Simon. Top photo: Graduating pastoral and  
diaconal students pause for a group photo after the Theological Diploma Service  
during Commencement in May 2016. Photos: Harold Rau. 
Commencement recognizes 
106 students, five honorees
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Concordia Seminary, St. Louis received 
seven awards from the Associated Church 
Press (ACP) during the organization’s recent 
annual awards banquet in St. Louis.
The ACP, the nation’s oldest interdenomi-
national religious press association,  
presented the awards in April 2016 during 
its 100th anniversary conference. The 
awards were given in recognition of   
exceptional content produced by Concordia 
Journal and Concordia Seminary magazine,  
and by the Communications/Creative 
Services department in 2015.
Concordia Journal, the Seminary’s quarterly 
theological journal, received a third  
place Honorable Mention in the category 
of  “Best in Class” for print journals.  
Named on the award are Executive Editor  
Dr. Charles Arand, Editor Rev. Travis Scholl, 
Assistant Editor Melanie Appelbaum and 
Graphic Designer Michelle Meier.
A first place Award of  Excellence went 
to Concordia Journal in the “Theological or 
Scholarly Article (All Media)” category  
for Dr. Leopoldo A. Sánchez M.’s article, 
“Can Anything Good Come Out of  
___________? Come and See!: Faithful 
Witness in Marginality and Hospitality.”
“Theology that speaks (and listens) to 
church and world is always a vital  
conversation, never ivory tower,” Scholl 
said. “Professor Sánchez’s article, and  
Concordia Seminary publications as a 
whole, speak to that fact. It is a joy to  
take part in the conversation.”
Concordia Seminary magazine received  
three awards that included:
•  A first place Award of  Excellence in the 
category of  “Photography (Photo Spread 
w/Article or Cutline: Magazine/Journal)” 
for “First Look” in the fall 2015 issue by 
photographer Tony Carosella for his photo 
of  a servant event during Orientation. 
Also named on the award are Meier, 
designer, and Jayna Rollings, art director.
•  A first place Award of  Excellence in the 
category of  “Photography (Photo Spread 
w/Article or Cutline: Magazine/Journal)” 
for “First Look” in the summer 2015  
issue by photographer Mark Polege for 
his photo outside of  the chapel on Call 
Day. Also named on the award are Meier, 
designer, and Rollings, art director.
•  A second place Award of  Merit for the 
fall 2015 issue, “God’s Word is Living 
and Active,” in the “Reporting and 
Writing (Theme Issue, Section or Series: 
Magazine)” category. Named on the 
award are Executive Editor Jeff Kloha, 
Managing Editor Vicki Biggs, Editor 
Melanie Ave, Art Director Jayna Rollings 
and Designer Michelle Meier.
The Seminary received two additional awards:
•  A second place Award of  Merit for the 
Generations Campaign launch in  
September 2015. Named on the award 
are Biggs, senior vice president of   
Seminary advancement; Ave,  
communications manager; Rollings, 
creative services manager; Meier,  
graphic designer; Polege, web developer; 
Jill Gray, photographer; Henning  
Communications, design firm; and  
Lifetime Media, video production.
•  A second place Award of  Merit to Ave  
and Communications Specialist Jackie  
Parker for the press release, “Kaldi’s  
Coffee Creates Special Blend for  
Concordia Seminary,” in the “Public 
Relations/Marketing (Traditional  
News Release)” category.
“We are thrilled and humbled at this  
recognition,” Biggs said. “God has blessed 
us with an outstanding team, whose  
dedication to the mission of  Concordia 
Seminary is evidenced by their good  
work as recognized by the ACP.”
Seminary publications, communications receives 
seven ACP awards
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis received seven awards from the Associated Church Press 
during the organization’s annual banquet in St. Louis in April 2016. Photo: Jackie Parker
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Dr. Peter Nafzger has joined the Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis faculty as assistant  
professor of  practical theology (homiletics). 
He served for the past nine years as the sole 
pastor at New Life Church — Lutheran in 
Hugo, Minn. 
“Dr. Nafzger tells us he wrestled with this  
call to the Seminary because of  his profound 
love for parish ministry,” said Concordia 
Seminary President Dr. Dale A. Meyer.  
“He is a scholar with a heart for the church 
in community. That’s why Dr. Nafzger promises 
to be a blessing in the formation of  future 
pastors and deaconesses.”
Nafzger has served as a guest instructor for 
Concordia Seminary through the Specific 
Ministry Pastor (SMP) program, teaching 
Creedal Themes, Lutheran Confessions,  
Lutheran Distinctions and the Master  
Narrative through the Seminary’s interactive 
learning community online. He also worked 
as an adjunct professor at Concordia University, 
St. Paul, Minn., from 2010-11. 
He has been deeply involved in the LCMS 
National Youth Gathering as executive team 
member (2010, 2013, 2016) and Bible study 
director (2007, 2010, 2013, 2016).
Nafzger holds a Master of  Divinity and Ph.D 
from Concordia Seminary (2004, 2009). 
“Serving as a pastor for the last nine years has 
been both humbling and deeply rewarding,” 
Nafzger said. “I’ve learned much from my 
congregation about the privilege of  being a 
‘servant of  the Word’ among the people of  God, 
and I look forward to sharing these insights 
with future pastors and leaders in the church. 
My family and I are excited to be joining 
the Seminary community and the important 
work it does for the sake of  the Gospel!”
Nafzger joins faculty
Dr. Peter Nafzger (’04, ’09)
Eight students received end-of-year  
scholarships, made possible through the  
generous contributions of  individual supporters 
and Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) congregations across the country.
The recipients were recognized in the 
Chapel of  St. Timothy and St. Titus  
this spring: 
•  Professor Francis C. “Rev” Rossow  
Scholarship for Classes in the Area  
of  Literature and the Gospel, Alex  
Hoffmeyer, fourth year
•  The Rev. David V. and Judith Dissen 
Excellence in the Study of  Lutheran  
Confessions (Book of  Concord)  
Scholarship Fund, Nathan Scheck (’16) 
and Adam Carnehl (’16)
•  The Heins-Carr-Luther-Vivit Award, 
Chris Chandler (’16)
 •  The Victor C. Rickman Scholarship, 
Kirk Neugebauer (’16); The Baker  
Book Award, Adam Carnehl (’16)
•  The Pamela Anne Prevallet Fund,  
Timothy Roth (first place), Aaron  
Bueltmann (second place), Matthew 
Schiemann (third place), (’16).
“These students were chosen because of  
their exemplary academic standing or their 
commitment to a specific area of  ministry,” 
said Concordia Seminary Director of   
Financial Aid Laura Hemmer. 
The Seminary is blessed by its donors whose 
gifts make such scholarships possible. 
To make a gift in support of  annual support 
and scholarships, please contact the Seminary’s 
Advancement office at 800-822-5287 or  
advancement@csl.edu. For more information, 
visit www.csl.edu/give.
Eight students receive end-of-year scholarships
Dr. Richard Marrs, director of Concordia Seminary’s Master of Divinity and Residential Alternate 
Route programs, right, and some of the scholarship recipients, from left: Nathan Scheck (’16),  
Kirk Neugebauer (’16), Adam Carnehl (’16) and Chris Chandler (’16). Photo: Nikolai Gibbons (’16)
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Faculty and staff publications 2015-16
How do different Christian denominations in the United 
States approach immigration issues? In Immigrant Neighbors 
Among Us, U.S. Hispanic scholars creatively mine the 
resources of  their theological traditions to reflect on one 
of  the most controversial issues of  our day. Representative 
theologians from Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, 
Methodist/Wesleyan, Pentecostal and Independent 
Evangelical church families show how biblical narratives, 
historical events, systematic frameworks, ethical principles 
and models of  ministry shape their traditions’ perspectives 
on immigrant neighbors, law and reform. 
M. Daniel Carroll R. and Leopoldo A. Sánchez M.
Immigrant Neighbors Among Us: Immigration across Theological Traditions 
(Pickwick Publications) ed. M. Daniel Carroll R. 
For more than 25 years this book, originally published by 
Concordia Publishing House in 1982 with a new edition 
from Concordia Seminary Press in 2011, has served as an 
authentically Christian resource that has helped to enrich 
the field of  pastoral counseling and deepen its ministry of  
reconciliation. Koehler unpacks the interconnectedness of  
psychology, pastoral counseling and the theology of  private 
confession and absolution, sparking a lingering dialogue. 
Marcos Kempff
Consejería y Confesión (Counseling and Confession) Walter J. Koehler, with 
new Spanish introduction by Marcos Kempff. Translation by Beatriz Hoppe.
Did the Protestant Reformers understand Paul correctly? 
Has the church today been unduly influenced by 
Reformation-era misreadings of  the Pauline epistles? 
These questions ― especially as they pertain to Martin 
Luther’s interpretation of  the Pauline doctrine of  
justification ― have been at the forefront of  much 
discussion within biblical studies and theology in light of  
the new perspective on Paul. But that leads to another 
question: Have we understood the Reformers correctly? 
With that in mind, these essays seek to enable a more 
careful reading of  the Reformers’ exegesis of  Pauline texts. 
Robert Kolb and Mark Seifrid
Reformation Readings of Paul: Explorations in History and Exegesis (IVP) 
Kolb: “Philip Melanchthon’s Reading of Romans” 
Seifrid: “The Text of Romans and the Theology of Melanchthon”
Charles Arand 
“God’s World of  Daily Wonders,” in Dona Gratis Donata: 
Essays in Honor of  Norman Nagel on the Occasion of  his Ninetieth 
Birthday (Nagel Festschrift Committee)
Jon Diefenthaler 
The Paradox of  Church and World: Selected Writings of   
H. Richard Niebuhr (Fortress)
Robert Kolb 
“Memoria Melanchthonia 1560. The Public Presentation 
of  Philip Melanchthon at his Death,” in Memoria – 
theologische Synthese – Autoritatenkonflikt. Die Rezeption Luthers 
und Melanchthons in der Schiilergeneration, ed. Irene Dingel 
(Mohr/Siebeck)
“The Bible in the Reformation and Protestant 
Orthodoxy,” in The Enduring Authority of  the Christian 
Scriptures, ed. Donald A. Carson (Eerdmans)
David Maxwell 
Cyril of  Alexandria: Commentary on John, vol. 2 (IVP)
Leopoldo A. Sánchez M. 
“Bearing So Much Similar Fruit: Lutheran Theology 
and Comprehensive Immigration Reform,” pp. 182-203, 
in Ronald W. Duty and Marie A. Failinger, eds. On 
Secular Governance: Lutheran Perspectives on Contemporary 
Legal Issues. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. (Eerdmans)
Mark Seifrid 
“Ferdinand Christian Baur,” in Nineteenth-Century Lutheran 
Theologians (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht)
The Pastor’s Brain Manual: A Fascinating Work 
in Progress. Allen Nauss, ed. (Lutheran  
University Press, 2015)
•  Bruce Hartung: “Seminarians Encounter Brain 
Research: What Happens?”
•  Glenn Nielsen: “Evaluating and Extending the 
Research Implications”
Behrens, Achim and Salzmann, Jorg Christian,  
hrsg., Listening to the Word of God: Exegetical 
Approaches (Oberurseler Hefte Ergänzungsband 
16; Göttingen: Edition Ruprecht)
•  David L. Adams: “Some Observations on the Historicity 
of  the Biblical Creation Account 13;” and “Response 140”
•  James W. Voelz: “Literary Interpretation of  the 
Scriptures (Mark 8:22-26) 73”
•  Paul Raabe: “Response 119”
•  Timothy Saleska: “Reading Psalm 1 in the Context  
of  the Psalter: Voices in Conversation 123”
•  Jeff Kloha: “Theological and Hermeneutical 
Reflections on the Ongoing Revisions of  the Novum 
Testamentum Graece 169”
“I’m not a librarian. I’m a pastor.” That 
was Rev. Ben Haupt’s reaction after 
receiving an unexpected phone call from 
Concordia Seminary asking him to consider 
applying for the open director of  library 
services position three years ago.
Eventually, Haupt’s open mind won over 
and now he is serving as the director of  
library services at the Seminary as well as 
assistant professor of  practical theology. 
Haupt is the product of  a Lutheran  
education. He attended Lutheran grade 
school and high school in his hometown 
of  Fort Wayne, Ind. The desire to study 
for pastoral ministry came during his high 
school years, after he considered pursuing  
a degree in business administration or 
attending West Point.
Instead, he chose to attend Concordia  
University Wisconsin in Mequon, Wis.,  
for his undergraduate degree in theological 
languages. He later earned his Master  
of  Divinity and Master of  Sacred Theology 
from Concordia Seminary. 
Haupt came to the Seminary after serving 
parishes in Boca Raton, Fla., and Gainesville,  
Ga. At the Seminary, he manages the library’s 
 budget and six full-time employees.  
He has played a key role in the Seminary’s 
Generations Campaign, which among 
other priorities, is raising money for library 
renovations.
Seeing himself  first and foremost as a pastor, 
though, is evident in Haupt’s service. He 
views his students as he once viewed his 
parishioners: He cares deeply about their 
lives and their spiritual growth.
Haupt teaches Homiletics I, a pastoral student’s 
first introduction to preaching. The class is 
typically taken during a seminarian’s first 
year on campus, and must be taken before 
the student can guest preach at his home 
congregation, at his field congregation or in 
chapel at the Seminary. Haupt said since 
the class is the students’ first exposure to 
crafting and editing a sermon, it’s his duty 
as their teacher to show them how to write 
meaningful messages. 
“It’s not about spouting a lot of  theological 
wisdom, even if  it’s really orthodox,” Haupt 
said. “It has to be really understandable for 
the people who are listening to it.”
Haupt also uses Homiletics I to discourage 
his students from pastoral bad habits. One 
of  the biggest pitfalls students often face is 
delaying sermon writing until late in the 
week or even the weekend. He counsels 
them to bring together everything they  
have learned in their other Seminary  
classes into a sermon, as it is a labor of   
love for the benefit of  the congregations 
they will someday serve.
“Preaching is, I think, the central thing 
that a pastor does in his entire week. The 
pastor’s not going to have more people in 
the congregation gathered around him for a 
concentrated amount of  time than he does 
when he’s preaching to them,” said Haupt. 
“I’m not sure that there’s another thing that 
a pastor does in his entire week worth of  
ministry that has as much potential impact.”
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Ministering to students 
BY KENDRA WHITTLE
Rev. Ben Haupt (’05, ’11) addresses students in April 2016 during Prof ‘n Stein, a regular 
student fellowship activity where professors give a “soap box” speech followed by  
camaraderie. Photo: Kendra Whittle
FACULTY FOCUS
For Haupt, ministering and caring for his 
students goes beyond the classroom. He 
often shares a cup of  coffee with students 
after chapel or recounts funny stories from 
his years in the parish at the casual faculty- 
student Prof  ‘n Steins. He also is supportive 
of  students as they grow and strengthen 
their family life, alongside his wife, Celina, 
who serves as the women’s coordinator 
 
 
at the Seminary and leads the Families in 
Transition Team. In this position, Celina 
leads Bible studies, coordinates wives’ 
classes and fosters mentoring between wives 
of  new students and wives of  experienced 
students. These activities are meant to en-
courage and strengthen wives and fiancées 
of  Seminary students in their faith and to 
prepare them for their future roles.
“Celina is very talented in music, in teaching, in 
relationship building and she just knows a lot 
about how hard sometimes it is to be a pastor’s 
wife,” Haupt said. “We are both primarily 
here to form pastors and pastors’ families.”
Between the two of  them, Haupt said  
prayer and spiritual mentoring for students  
and their families is a regular occurrence.
 
“It is so common in our house, for students 
and their families to stop by to chat for a few 
minutes, to share their struggles or just to eat 
dinner,” Haupt said. “Our door is open because 
we care deeply about the students, their lives 
and how they’re being formed for ministry.” 
Haupt said one of  the best parts of  working 
at Concordia Seminary is watching the 
students grow intellectually and spiritually 
as they prepare for life as pastors. He said 
he is encouraged by their tenacity in their 
studies, their faith in the Lord and their 
desire to serve where He leads. 
“I would be happy for any of  you to be  
my pastor and sit and listen to you week in 
and week out,” Haupt recently told his 
 
 
Homiletics I students, after they finished 
presenting their first memorized sermons  
the final week of  the spring quarter.  
“Truly, this is why I’m at the Seminary.  
This is so gratifying.”
 
 
Kendra Whittle is a communications specialist at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.
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Photo left: Rev. Ben Haupt, right, chats with seminarian Alexander “Scott” Pitsch on Call Day in April 2016. Photo: Kendra Whittle 
Photo right: Rev. Ben Haupt, left, watches as Seminary children go down a makeshift water slide on campus in July 2016. Photo: Diane Meyer
“WE CARE DEEPLY ABOUT THE STUDENTS, THEIR LIVES  
AND HOW THEY’RE BEING FORMED FOR MINISTRY.” 
— REV. BEN HAUPT (’05, ’11)
Annual Support 
and Scholarships
$60 million
• Sustain and grow scholarships
•  Retain and develop world-class faculty
•  Maintain the campus
Endowment Funds 
and Estate Gifts
$110 million
• Operational endowments 
• Endowed faculty chairs 
• Scholarship endowments
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Glenn and Kay Hasse of  Naples, Fla.,  
and formerly of  Edina, Minn., have  
committed $3 million for student scholarship 
endowments and needed renovations to the 
library as part of  Concordia Seminary’s 
Generations Campaign.
A portion — $700,000 — will be invested 
in endowment funds and the associated 
income will be used for student scholarships. 
The remaining $2.3 million represents a 
challenge to the Seminary: raise the balance 
needed for the planned library renovations 
by Jan. 15, 2017. 
“Mr. and Mrs. Hasse have a passion for 
students who will bring Jesus Christ to  
their congregations, communities and 
world,” said Dr. Dale A. Meyer, president  
of  the Seminary. “Because of  their visionary 
generosity, the Seminary library will speed 
the best of  theological resources to pastors 
and missionaries around the world.”
The Seminary’s two-story, 46,000-square 
foot library, constructed in 1962, is one of  
the finest theological libraries in the United 
States and the second largest Lutheran 
theological library in North America. The  
library’s collections include treasured original 
volumes from the Seminary’s founding 
fathers such as Dr. C.F.W. Walther, first  
editions of  the Book of  Concord and  J.S. Bach’s 
personal Bible. The library stands today as 
a renowned home for more than 270,000 
print volumes, a 6,000-volume rare book  
collection and one of  the largest collections  
of  Lutheran Reformation reference materials.
“There’s no greater gift that we can give but 
to help spread the Word that Jesus Christ is 
the Savior of  the world,” said Glenn Hasse, 
former owner and president of  the Lakeville, 
Minn.-based food packaging company,  
Ryt-way Industries. “One way to do that 
is to encourage more people to go into the 
ministry. We are grateful to provide this gift 
that will help to update the place where 
crucial preparation for ministry occurs.”
 
“The library is the depository of  all the great  
writings and great books that theologians 
and scholars have produced over the centuries,” 
Hasse said. “It’s such a benefit to the students 
and pastors around the world, to have them 
preserved and available to access, but the 
library is 54 years old and it needs to be 
brought up to current standards.”
The Hasses’ support for the library is in 
memory of  their daughter, Kristine, who 
died in an automobile accident at the age 
of  17, and is a testament to their deep love 
for the Seminary and its mission to prepare 
pastors, deaconesses and other church 
workers for future generations.
Once the library’s $6 million fundraising 
goal is met, the library will be named the 
Kristine Kay Hasse Memorial Library. 
Kristine was a star high school golfer and a 
“wonderful and mature girl” who treasured 
her Lutheran upbringing, her mother said.
“It’s just so extremely important to Glenn 
and I that we have pastors in our churches 
in the future, the kind we saw with our 
own children,” said Kay Hasse. “That’s 
our hope: to help more people to become 
ministers and church workers.”
Generations: The Campaign for Concordia  
Seminary, the largest in the Seminary’s history, 
launched its public phase in September 
2015. It aims to build endowment, increase 
annual support, and expand library and 
learning technology initiatives. To date, 
more than $148 million has been raised 
toward the $180 million goal.
To learn more about the Generations  
Campaign or to make a gift, contact  
Seminary advancement at 800-822-5287  
or advancement@csl.edu, or visit  
www.csl.edu/generations.
Florida couple commits $3 million to Seminary
Kay and Glenn Hasse, members of the 
Seminary’s National Campaign Council
Library and  
Learning Technology
$10 million
• Digital accessibility ($4 million)
• Facility enhancements ($6 million)
$87.2 
 million
$55.1 
million
$31.6 
million
(Amount to  
reach goal)
$6.1 
million
CAMPAIGN  
PERFORMANCE
$146.8 MILLION RAISED 
TOWARD $180 MILLION GOAL 
As of  press time.
Amount to reach goal
Endowment Funds and Estate Gifts 
Annual Support and Scholarships
Library and Learning Technology
SUPPORT YOUR SEM
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With respect to the value of Synod  
institutions to congregations, I can  
think of no other organization or  
Synod entity that has a more direct 
impact on the ministry of the local 
congregation than Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis. Concordia Seminary prepares 
the men who stand in the pulpits and 
lecterns, the ones who teach the classes 
and serve God’s people, the professors 
who teach theology, and many of the 
pastors and leaders of the Church.
The Seminary also prepares many of  
the missionaries, whether national or 
international, to help proclaim the  
Gospel to those who don’t know  
Jesus Christ. The pastors called to 
serve in the Office of the Holy Ministry  
or to serve as missionaries are equipped 
and prepared to do so through the  
ministry of the Seminary.
Is there a more important function  
for Synod institutions than those  
described here? I think not!
I support the Seminary because it has 
been at the forefront of performing 
these vital tasks for the church for  
decades. It is my alma mater  
without which I would have little  
background and preparation  
to serve God’s people and  
to serve as an undershepherd  
of Jesus Christ. 
The Seminary’s commitment to serve  
congregations and pastors through 
resources offered directly through their 
ministry to the church through the  
Concordia Theology website, through 
the many online resources offered through 
dedicated apps, through its online 
resources repository (resources.csl.edu) 
and through the many continuing  
education offerings is phenomenal. 
We have a theologically rich heritage 
and an easily accessible treasure  
trove of resources thanks to the  
dedicated efforts of the faculty, staff 
and administration of our Seminary, 
both now and those who came before. 
The commitment to serve our church 
for generations to come is, without 
question, a blessing to laypeople,  
congregations and church workers.
I encourage my fellow alumni to support 
the Seminary’s Generations Campaign 
just as I have done to help with the  
formation of pastors for future generations.
Rev. Eloy Gonzalez (’01) is pastor of Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Irving, Texas, a member of 
the Seminary’s Alumni Council and National 
Campaign Council, and a Seminary donor.
In my own words: Why I support Concordia Seminary 
BY REV. ELOY GONZALEZ
Rev. Eloy Gonzalez (‘01), senior pastor of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Irving, Texas, 
discusses building a cross-cultural ministry team in January 2016 during the Multiethnic 
Symposium at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Photo: Melanie Ave
When he worked as a death row prison  
captain for the Texas State Penitentiary  
System, Tim Carter kept a journal of  his  
experiences. “I thought maybe I would  
use my experiences to talk to kids someday,” 
Carter said. “The notes weren’t really  
organized. They were something to keep  
my memories fresh.”
Decades later, those journal entries from  
when he served on a death row execution 
team, assisting in the executions of  more 
than 150 death row inmates, became 
the basis for The Executioner’s Redemption:  
My Story of  Violence, Death, and Saving  
Grace (Concordia Publishing House,  
CPH) published in February 2016. 
Seminary President Dr. Dale A. Meyer  
wrote the book’s forward. 
Now an ordained minister, Carter (’13) tells 
the story of  his journey of  extremes from 
being “unchurched” to becoming a minister 
through Concordia Seminary’s Specific 
Ministry Pastor (SMP) program in 2013.
Carter shared his story at the Seminary’s 2016 Alumni Reunion  
in June. At age 20, Carter was attending Sam Houston State  
University in Huntsville, Texas (SHSU), where he eventually  
earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. While he was still  
a student at SHSU, he worked as a prison tower guard at the Texas 
State Penitentiary, also in Huntsville. 
“My heart was not churched, I was 
unchurched,” Carter said. “I did  
not have a clue and became a product 
of  my environment. I wanted to be  
a good employee. I subscribed to  
the idea that the inmates were the  
enemy and I enjoyed physically 
fighting that enemy. 
“I was mentally and emotionally 
cold, not a good character,” he said, 
noting that during this time, his first 
marriage ended in divorce. 
Yet he became permanently changed when he was exposed to the Word 
of  God at age 25. As Carter worked with death row inmates, God’s 
Word shaped his heart and gave him hope in a hopeless environment.
“Justification is instant and sanctification takes a lifetime,” he said, 
noting that he retired from prison work in 2001 and received a  
call to Salem Lutheran Church in Tomball, Texas, in 2011. As the 
life care pastor for the church, his new work has brought him back  
to visit prisons and jails, as well as hospitals and nursing homes.  
Carter has been married 24 years to his wife, Jill, who is an  
administrative assistant for the senior pastor at Salem Lutheran.
He said that writing a book about his experiences has shown him 
how God shaped his heart during his journey from working inside  
a penitentiary to serving the Lord as a full-time pastor. “Now I have 
a heart that loves people and loves the Lord,” he said.
Carter said Meyer’s words to the new students on his first day at  
the Seminary have become his motto for his life and his ministry. 
Meyer’s words were, “You guys have got to have a prayer life, a 
devotion life and a life in the Word. You’ve got to spend time in the 
Word or you guys are going to be toast, because Satan is going to 
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From executioner to pastor
BY JACKIE PARKER
The Executioner’s Redemption, is available at www.cph.org/executioner
Rev. Tim Carter (’13) talks about his story from executioner to pastor at the Alumni Reunion  
in June 2016. Photo: Jackie Parker
ALUMNI AND FRIENDS
attack you every step of  the Seminary journey and every step of  
your ministry. … Stay close to your Good Shepherd.”
One of  his professors, Dr. David Peter, recalls Carter as someone  
who was very mature and insightful, with a rich life experience.
“He took a very personal interest and had genuine Christian care 
for each of  us,” said Peter, the Seminary’s associate professor  
of  practical theology and placement counselor. “He was very  
humble and there was never any time that he presented himself   
as an extraordinary person from his own perspective.”
Many people at the Seminary encouraged Carter to write a book 
about his journey from executioner to pastor. 
Carter said, “By writing this book, I learned how to identify and 
recognize the different stages and experiences or interpret what 
God had done in my life over the years.”
His book editor, Laura Lane, at CPH praised his effort and said his 
book “shows that God works in any situation.
“Tim is such a humble man and all he wants to do is point people 
to Christ.” 
To watch a video of  Carter’s presentation at the 2016 Alumni Reunion, 
visit www.csl.edu/friends/alumni-friends-events/alumni-reunions/.
Jackie Parker is a communications specialist at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
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“JUSTIFICATION IS  
INSTANT AND  
SANCTIFICATION  
TAKES A LIFETIME.” 
— REV. TIM CARTER (’13)
Top photo: Rev. Tim Carter in a prison cell where he once worked. 
Photo: Marilyn Hahs. Bottom photo: Seminary President Dr. Dale  
A. Meyer, left, and Rev. Tim and Jill Carter at an event for alumni in 
Houston in February 2016. Photo: Elizabeth Pittman
801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 63105
CATECHESIS FOR THE  
LIFELONG DISCIPLE
FROM FONT 
TO GRAVE 
SEPT. 20-21, 2016
27TH ANNUAL  
THEOLOGICAL SYMPOSIUM
CONCORDIA SEMINARY PRESENTS
We have entered a millennium in which people  
claim to be spiritual but know next to nothing 
about religion. And the people in the pews  
are no exception. The rote method of  
confirmation ministry a generation ago is  
failing our children in a society marked by  
religious pluralism. We need to rethink how  
we form disciples of Christ not only in eighth 
grade but throughout their entire lives. 
Does this mean we abandon the Catechism? 
 Exactly the opposite. More than anything,  
we need to recover and renew the church’s  
catechetical tradition, discovering anew  
what it means to be Christ’s own and to  
live under Him in His kingdom today.
More information and registration is  
available online at www.csl.edu/symposium.
